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Another great year 
begins for our 
Beaufort Branch 
of AAUW. As well 
as the excitement 
of continuing our 
mission, this year 

will bring new ideas for fund-raising 
and increasing our membership. (We 
already have five new members.) We 
have an excellent Board of cooperative 
women dedicated to AAUW’s mission 
“to advance equity for women and 
girls through advocacy, education, 
philanthropy, and research.” By 
being members of this organization 
we aim to break through educational 
and economic barriers for all women 
in order to create a level playing 
field. Our first meeting will be the 
fourth Tuesday in October. As you 
read further you will see what Anne 
Heyward and Peggy Hubright have 
planned for our meetings this year. 
 We are successful with our efforts 
in helping women and girls because of 
you. You participate in our activities, 
you volunteer for our committees and 
projects, and you communicate to 
others about our great organization 
and the important work that we do. 
Thanks for caring and thank you for 
your efforts. The following discussion 
helps put in perspective how our 
Branch is fulfilling AAUW’s mission. 

Several Successful Fund–raisers
Support Education
On the local level, we work to support 
non–traditional–aged female students 
to obtain their college degree. Most 
recently our fund–raiser for this 
endeavor has been the annual attic 
sale. This money is allotted to our 
scholarship fund that has helped 
several deserving women gain an 
undergraduate or graduate college 
degree. This year we conducted 
another successful attic sale, which 
netted over $1000. A special thank 
you to Marianne Beck for organizing 
the sale, soliciting and picking up 
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donations for the sale, and setting 
everything up at the Sea Island 
Presbyterian Church. Without her we 
wouldn’t have had such good results. 
We appreciate all of us who brought 
items to sell and helped tag and place 
everything on Friday. We also are 
grateful to everyone who worked the 
sale on Saturday morning. 

Increase Philanthropy
Barbara Kyne, last year’s Chair of 
Educational Foundation, conducted a 
Foundation fund–raiser, “A Phantom 
Tea,” to which she invited all members. 
Thanks to all who “attended” the tea. 
The $25 “ticket fee” helped us earn 
the $1750 we have sent to EOF as 
contributions for the last two years. 
AAUW uses this money to help women 
at all levels achieve an education as a 
step toward pay equity.

Maintain Advocacy
Thanks to Etta Mann, the Chair of the 
Legal Advocacy Fund, for conducting 
the 50–50 raffle. Our 2012 contribution 
to LAF totaled $467. This contribution 
helps women in their struggles toward 
fairness in the workplace (e.g., equal 
pay, gender discrimination) 

Scheduled Programs for Branch 
Meetings 2012–2013:
October 23:  Sandra Chavez, 
Chairperson for the United Way

November 27:  Veronica Miller, 
Director “Keep Beaufort Beautiful”

January 22:  Grace Cordial, Historical 
Resources Coordinator for the 
Beaufort County Library

February 26:  Janie Lackman, Friends 
of Caroline Hospice

March 26:  Nancy Williams, Executive 
Director, Literacy Volunteers of the 
Lowcountry

April 23:  Maxine Lutz, Historic 
Beaufort Foundation “Maintaining 
the Integrity of Beaufort’s Historic 
District and How the Community Can 
Get Involved” 

May 28:  Meeting to award our 
scholarship

We will continue to meet at Technical 
College of the Lowcountry. For the 
October 23 and November 27 we will 
meet in Building 22. Debbi Covington 
will continue to cater our dinner with 
her scrumptious meals. And she has 
agreed to accept the same fee for each 
dinner as last year!

Highlights From Our Meetings
For those of you who missed some of 
our 2011-12 meetings, here are a few 
highlights from our presenters:
l Amanda Brewer from the Beaufort 
County Library told us in September 
about an upcoming exhibit at the 
library (December 17, 2011–February 
4, 2012). She explained that the focus 
of the exhibit would be to reflect on 
America’s music roots. The “New 

Co–Presidents, 
Lynn Lantz and 
Diana Steele

Meeting Location
Our meetings are held on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month, at 6:00 pm. We 
will be meeting at the same location 
as last year — the Technical College 
of the Lowcountry in their Beaufort 
Campus. The address is 921 Ribaut 
Road, Building 22.  Below is a campus 
map. For a more detailed map, check 
out www.tcl.edu. At this link, click on 
“Campuses/Maps” under ‘Fast Links,’ 
and then under ‘Beaufort Campus’ click 
on “Campus Maps.”
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Harmonies” exhibit examined the 
growth through the years of American 
music from instruments such as fiddles 
and banjos to accordions. She not only 
discussed the different types of music, 
but she played her guitar and sang the 
music. We tapped our feet and swayed 
along with the Bluegrass, Jazz, and 
Gospel. What a fabulous way to begin 
the year!

l Chris Taggart, Executive Director 
of Born to Read, inspired us with 
her presentation about how her 
volunteer team is promoting literacy 
for parents and children. The Born 
to Read program encourages parents 
to read regularly to their children 
starting at birth in order to enhance 
the development of cognitive skills, to 
develop vocabularies, and to improve 
readiness for school. Since 2002, 30 
trained volunteers have made more 
than 18,000 visits to new mothers 
in the Birthing Centers at Beaufort 
Memorial Hospital and Hilton Head 
Hospital to discuss with them the 
importance of daily reading with the 
babies. Of these parents, 94% signed 
up to receive the quarterly newsletter, 
which provides developmentally 
appropriate language activities for 
infants up to the 15th month of life. 
At the initial interview in the hospital 
the new parents also receive a gift bag 
containing two books for the baby and 
other literacy materials. Born to Read 
is a nonprofit charitable organization. 
Currently, it is funded through grants 
and donations from area organizations 
and individuals.

l A particular highlight of the year 
was our April meeting when Dr. Eve 
Ashby, a Beaufort gynecologist, came 
to speak to our group. So many of us 
asked questions after her talk that we 
could all see that she had provoked 
much “food for thought” about 
women’s health. She spoke about 
“What Women Need to Know as They 
Age” and gave us a detailed guide to 
our overall health with specific health 
issues as we age. I for one didn’t 
know about the shingles vaccine 
and since have been sure to get one. 
I will definitely keep her guide to 
evaluate my own health screenings. 

Dr. Ashby made the information so 
easy to understand and did it in such a 
personable manner. 

l Edwin Bailey, a counselor at 
Associate Marine Institute (AMI), 
now called AMIkids, (who also played 
for the Seattle Seahawks) talked about 
his work with this nonprofit residential 
facility that serves as an alternative 
to prison for juvenile offenders ages 
14–17. AMIkids Beaufort provides 
a second chance for young men 
who would otherwise be sent to jail 
for their non–violent offenses. This 
organization began with seven local 
residents who saw the need for a facility 
to redirect kids who had been referred 
by the juvenile justice system or had 
failed in traditional school settings. 
They started this facility in 1985 in 
Beaufort. Since then, AMIkids has 
expanded to eight states, including the 
Beaufort program in South Carolina, 
which is one of its most successful 
programs. The residential, non–prison 
cultured facility in Dale provides 
not only educational but numerous 
hands–on opportunities and behavior 
modification. AMIkids also partners 
with eight community service projects 
throughout Beaufort County. In the 
past two years, 27 AMIkids Beaufort 
participants have earned their GEDs 
and seven of those students have 
pursued higher education throughout 
South Carolina. Earlier this year, 
young men from AMIkids Beaufort 
helped make a difference in South 
Carolina by working with staff and 
residents at Helena House assisted 
living in Port Royal.

Two of Our Endeavors to Support 
Education
l We continued with our ongoing 
project, Books for Birthdays, to help 
preschoolers with their reading. Lynn 
Lantz and Barbara Mattingly organized 
seven visits to Shankllin Elementary 
School, a school struggling in a 
community with immense economic 
issues. Lynn and Barbara, along 
with three other Branch members, 
Peggy Fryer, Rebecca Cooper, Diana 
Steele (and Lenore Spielman from 
the Redwing, Minnesota AAUW 
Branch) read to the students from 

books purchased by our Branch for the 
children’s birthdays. After reading the 
books, the children who had birthdays 
received the books as birthday gifts. 
We also gave every child a book 
during three different visits. The cost 
for these books was only the cost of 
shipping to us. First Books, a nonprofit 
reading organization, distributes the 
books to nonprofit organizations, such 
as ours. Our members also provided 
cupcakes and drinks at the birthday 
party celebrations for the children. Our 
Beaufort Branch underwrote the entire 
cost of Books for Birthdays and will 
continue this project for the upcoming 
year.

l Our Beaufort branch awarded a 
scholarship to Heather Robinson, a 
young working mother of two. Born 
in Raleigh, NC, Heather lived in 
Beaufort throughout her school years. 
After graduating from Battery Creek 
High School in 1999, she joined the 
U. S. Army. After 11 years of service, 
which included two tours in Iraq, 
she received an honorable discharge. 
Now living in Bluffton, she currently 
attends the Technical College of the 
Lowcountry where she is majoring in 
Nursing. At our May meeting Peggy 
Hubright introduced our Branch 
scholarship winner and presented 
her with a check for $1000, made 
possible through our fund-raising 
events. Thank you to Peggy Hubright 
who advertised the scholarship and 
collected applications. Peggy, along 
with Dawn Beattie, reviewed the 
applications, interviewed the students, 
and submitted the finalists to Branch 
members for the decision.

Bylaws Revised
Diana Steele revised the Branch 
Bylaws this past spring. The Board and 
the Branch membership unanimously 
passed the revised bylaws and they 
have now been sent to national 
AAUW for approval. The reason for 
these needed revisions came about 
from changes made on January 1, 
2012 in Washington, DC for nonprofit 
organizations. Because AAUW is 
incorporated in Washington, DC, 
each state and local branch needed to 
amend their bylaws to conform to the 
national AAUW Bylaws.
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Diana Steele was born and raised in 
Greenbrier County, WV. She received a 
B.A. in Elementary Education and a B.S. 
in Mathematics from the University of 
Charleston (WV). She received a M.A. 
from West Virginia University, and a Ph.D. 
from the University of Florida. She taught 
K–12 for 13 years and began teaching in 
higher education in 1986. She finished 
her doctorate in 1995 in Mathematics 
Education and afterward taught in the 
Department of Mathematical Sciences at 
Northern Illinois University until she retired 
as Full Professor in 2009. She has lived 
in ten different states but now considers 
herself a South Carolinian. She resides 
fulltime on Cat Island with her husband, 
who retired from General Electric, and 
her three cats. She has published over 25 
research and practitioner journal articles 
and book chapters on mathematics 
education. She received an NIU award from 
“The President’s Council on Increasing 
the Status of Women in Education” in 
2004. For relaxation she does embroidery 
needlework, plays the piano, grows roses, 
and reads.

Lynn Lantz was born and raised in 
Sharpsville, PA. She received a B.S. 
in mathematics from Marietta College, 
OH and an M.E.D. (Master Teacher of 
Mathematics) from Kent State University, 
OH. Lynn taught for five years before 
taking time off to raise her family. She then 
returned to teaching and taught various 
course in mathematics and physics 
until she retired in 1996. Lynn and her 
husband Bob moved to Beaufort but Lynn 
left “retirement” to teach mathematics 
courses as an adjunct faculty member at 
The Technical College of the Lowcountry. 
She retired for the second (and final) time 
in 2009. When Lynn is not traveling or 
volunteering for some worthwhile project, 
she loves working in her garden and walking 
through her neighborhood at Newpoint. 
Lynn and her husband enjoy traveling to 
various European counties. In fact this past 
year she and Bob toured Croatia. She has 
children and grandchildren in Greenville, 
South Carolina and Augusta, Georgia.

Peggy Hubright was born and lived most 
of her life in Greenville, SC. She lived four 
years in Savannah, GA and four years 
in Surfside Beach, SC. Peggy received 
a B.A. in Elementary Education from the 
University of South Carolina in Columbia, 
SC.  She also received a M.A. and a Sixth-
Year Certificate from Furman University 
in Greenville. Peggy taught 5th and 6th 
grades for 14 years followed by 16 years 
as principal of elementary and middle 
schools in Greenville. Peggy retired in 

2000, and she and husband Ron moved 
to Beaufort. Peggy spent 8 years working 
at USC Beaufort with the Master of Arts 
in Teaching program. She and Ron lived 
four years at Lady’s Landing on Sunset 
Boulevard (Lady’s Island) before moving 
to Dataw. Peggy and Ron enjoy traveling, 
golf and reading. Ron also retired from the 
School District of Greenville County where 
he served as an assistant superintendent.

Rebecca Cooper, a widow who moved to 
Beaufort in 2007, is a native of Savannah. 
Rebecca has served in several different 
capacities in the public schools:  reading 
teacher, curriculum specialist, elementary 
principal, administrative coordinator 
for elementary schools, and personnel 
administrator. In 2007 she retired as 
Assistant Superintendent for Human 
Resources for Glynn County Schools. 
Rebecca then served as Director of HR 
for Jasper County Schools for three years. 
She sees herself as a life long learner and 
educator. Rebecca received a Specialist 
degree from Georgia Southern University 
and an Ed.D. from Nova Southeastern 
University.

Anne Heyward is a native South 
Carolinian having been born at Old House, 
Jasper County and raised in Bluffton. She 
received a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Elementary Education from Lander College 
(now University) and a Master of Education 
from the University of South Carolina. She 
taught Kindergarten and First Grade for 
37 years in Beaufort (twice), New York 
state, and Columbia, South Carolina and 
retired in 2000. Since retirement she has 
enjoyed volunteering at the Verdier House 
Museum, St. Helena’s Episcopal Church 
and the Beaufort Visitor Center. In addition 
to AAUW, she is a member of the DAR, 
the Historic Beaufort Foundation, the 
Beaufort County Historical Association, the 
Lowcountry Civil War Roundtable and the 
Osher Lifelong Learning Center. She has 3 
daughters and 3 grandchildren.

Veronica Miller was born in Savannah, 
Ga., and raised in Queens, N.Y. She 
started her college degree at the NY 
School of Interior Design. However she 
received her degree in business years later 
from Limestone College. Veronica opened 
her own business when she was 20 years 
old, making African inspired clothing and 
coordinating African themed weddings. 
She has been working for Beaufort County 
for 15 years as Director of “Keep Beaufort 
County Beautiful.” As director, Veronica 
coordinates highway and community 
cleanups and teaches our children how to 
take care of the environment. She still likes 

to sew and plans on retiring soon to dance 
on the beach and make quilts out of some 
of the leftover African and imported print 
fabric she’s collected while traveling. 

Celeste DiCarlo Nalwasky was born and 
raised in Fayette County, Pennsylvania. 
She received a B.S. in elementary 
education and library science from Slippery 
Rock University of Pennsylvania, a Master 
of Library Science from Western Michigan 
University, and a Ph.D. from the University 
of Pittsburgh. Celeste served as a teacher 
and school library media specialist in 
the Peters Township Middle School 
for 25.5 years. Before retiring from the 
Pennsylvania School Employees Retirees 
System she served for 5.5 years as Director 
of Information Services for Intermediate 
Unit I, an educational resource center 
serving 25 school districts, 4 Vocational-
technical Schools, and 59,000 students 
in Southwestern PA. After retirement in 
1999 she became a part of the adjunct 
faculty for Carnegie Mellon University, 
Clarion University of Pennsylvania, and 
San Jose State University. Over the years 
she has conducted numerous workshops 
on effective teaching, information literacy 
and classroom management. She lives 
with husband, Richard, and Gee-boy, the 
Wonder Dog, on Dataw Island.
    
Barbara Mattingly was born in Dayton, 
OH and resided there until her marriage. 
She received a B.S. degree in Elementary 
Education from the University of Dayton. 
Barbara taught for two years and substitute 
taught for two years before staying home to 
raise her four daughters. During that time 
she was very involved with both school 
and church committees. She also served 
on various boards. She lived most of her 
married life in Rochester, NY except for six 
years in Ohio and 2 years in Connecticut. 
As her daughters started off to college, 
she returned to work at Nazareth College 
of Rochester in the Admissions Office as 
Applications Coordinator. After fifteen years 
she retired. Barbara and her husband, 
Rod, who retired from Xerox Corporation, 
moved to Beaufort in 2006. This was their 
adventure to experience the Lowcountry 
and coastal waters and to escape the 
Rochester long winters. Barbara likes 
walking, exercising, and riding her bicycle 
around Beaufort. She also enjoys knitting, 
reading and keeping in touch with family 
and friends. When Barbara and Rod aren’t 
traveling to NY, NJ, and MA to visit their 
daughters and families, they enjoy travel 
both in the US and locations around the 
world. 



Dateline Beaufort        October 2012

BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR 2012–2013
Executive Committee

Co-Presidents
 Diana Steele (522–2796; steele.diana@comcast.net)
 Lynn Lantz (770–0075; lynnbobbeauf@embarqmail.com)

Co-Program VPs:
 Peggy Hubright (843–838–0006, hubright@embarqmail.com)
 Anne Heyward (843–522–-0092, aheyward36@charter.net)
Co-Membership VPs
 Rebecca Cooper (843-525-6752; rrcooper@centurylink.net)
 Veronica Miller (838-4575; veronicam@bcgov.net)
Recording Secretary:  Celeste Nalwasky (843–838–4569, celestenalwasky@aol.com)

Treasurer:  Barbara Mattingly (need number) bmattin6@naz.edu

Appointed Board Members
Public Policy:  Diana Steele

Educational Foundation:  Paula Gant
Legal Advocay Fund:  Etta Mann

Beaufort Branch Award:  Peggy Hubright
Books for Birthdays:  Lynn Lantz & Barbara Mattingly

Bylaws:  Diana Steele
Publicity:  Veronica Milleer
Newsletter:  Cindy Schafer

Directory:  Roberta Gunderson
Historian:  Anne Heyward

Phone and E–Mail Messenger:  Marietta Pullman
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Dateline Beaufort is a publication of the 
Beaufort Chapter of the American Association 
of University Women (AAUW) and is a source 
of information to our membership.

AAUW Needs You
Beaufort Branch dues will continue 
to be $17 for this year. Beaufort 
Branch membership renewals in the 
total amount of $76 (which includes 
$10 AAUW for SC dues and $49 
for Association dues) were due by 
July 1. If you have not sent in your 
dues for this year please rejoin and 
encourage other women to become 
members. We are hoping to continue 
to support women in our area and 
we need your help. Please contact 
Veronica Miller or Rebecca Cooper 
and a membership form will be sent 
to you. (See contact information on 
the left.)

For Women AAUW Makes a 
Difference
For the third year in a row, 
GreatNonprofits has ranked 
AAUW as a top–rated women’s 
empowerment organization. AAUW 
received this honor because of the 
many stories women have written 
about the incredible ways AAUW 
directly benefits their lives. It is a 
privilege for our Branch to help 
women and we hope that you will 
remain a part of this group and 
invite others to become members. 

(Top):  Celeste Nalwasky, Barbara Mattingly, Veronica Miller, Anne Heyward
(Bottom) Lynn Lantz, Peggy Hubright, Rebecca Cooper, Diana Steele
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Diana Steele (left) and Peggy Hubright (right) 
present a check to Heather Robinson, the 
branch scholarship winner. 


